SEA DIVERS

IN AFFILIATION WITH AMERICAN DIVING

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PLANS...

It’s already time to start planning our 2003 boat dive schedule. The jury is still our on how successful 2002
will be in the end but I don’t see any real need for a major revamp of our schedule. For whatever reason, the
September two-day on the Peace has not sold well in the past two years and as of this writing the same
charter is lagging in sign-ups once more. This effect remains a mystery to the Exec, so we will have to see
how the 2002 charter actually pans out. Any and all inputs are welcome regarding the 2003 schedule, just
email or call me. We’ll also be discussing it at the 3 September General Meeting, we should have a tentative
2003 schedule out by mid-September 2002.

SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING:
PETER LANDECKER - DIVING IN THAILAND

At our September General Meeting our very own Program Chairperson, Peter Landecker, will show a video
he took while diving out of Phuket, Thailand earlier this year. Peter has been diving since 1975 and has
logged over 1000 hours underwater in 28 countries (see www. geocities.com/plandecker/index.html#Scuba)

After a delightful 18 day northern Thailand land excursion, Peter extended the trip a week so he could dive
on a liveaboard to the Surin Archipelago (in southern Thailand but north of Phuket).

Dive sites at this Archipelago included Koh Bon, Koh Tachai, the Surin Islands together with Richelieu
Rock. Andaman Scuba's (www.andamanscuba.com) five night program first passes by the deserted island of
Koh Bon and its breathtaking drop-off. Then Koh Tachai, further north, with its reef in the middle of the sea.
covered with granite boulders, sea fans and large school of pelagics. The Surin Islands offer a large number
of dive sites with coral garden, fields of granite boulders and a wide and rich amount of fish and coral
species. Richelieu Rock, named after a so-called Captain hit the rock, has enough to show to do several
dives there. Sand sharks (leopard, nurse), sting rays and other pelagics such as barracuda, tuna, mackerel
were sighted as well as a cuttle fish ménage-a-trois. The bottom topography is interesting: huge granite
boulders covered with coral, providing lots of exciting swim-throughs, canyons, and caves.

Peter used his Sony Hi-8 camcorder in an Ikelite housing to capture beautiful underwater scenes. So come to
the next TSD meeting and enjoy his relating his trip experiences (some good, and some not so good).

Our next General Meeting is on Tuesday 3 September at Round Table Pizza in Hawthorne starting at 7:00
PM.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY

DAY EVENING

POSITION NAME PHONE PHONE FAX E-MAIL
PRESIDENT ALLEN PARKER 813-2955 540-1044 814-6630 allen.parker @trw.com
VICE PRESIEENT KATHY DACEY 814-6131 540-1044 814-4941 kathy.dacey @trw.com
SECRETARY (OPEN S = e o R e e e e i e
TREASURE ALLEN PARKER 8§13-2955 540-1044 814-6630 allen.parker@trw.com
DIVING ( 1“ JOHN MOWREY 370-1724 370-1724 N/A john0809 @earthlink.net

MEMBERSE KATHY DACEY 814-6131 540-1044 814-494] kathy.dacev@trw.com
BOAT DIN ;-* CHAIR JOHN TADLOCK N/A 949-645-1195 N/A tadlock @earthlink.net
BEACH DIVE CHAIR BILLY GARRETT N/A N/A N/A billani @earthlink.net
BOAT DIVE RESERVATIONIST CURT BILLINGS 909-945-3461 909-945-3461 909-477-2746 curt@diver.net
PROGRAM CHAIR PETER LANDECKER 8§12-3423 374-0505 813-1370 peter@diver.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR KATHY DACEY 814-6131 540-1044 814-4941 kathy.dacey@trw.com
HOSPITALITY CHAIR KATHY KALOHI N/A 719-1816 N/A jkalohi @earthlink.net
LEGISLATIVE INFO CHAIR PHIL BERGERON §13-0511 379-0972 N/A phil.bergeron @trw.com
WEBMASTER CURT BILLINGS 909-945-3461 909-945-3461 909-477-2746 curt@diver.net

WRITING FOR THE SEA DIVERS NEWSLETTER

vould i write an article for the newsletter or you have an idea to improve it. please write to Editor Kathy Dacey. c/o The Sea
“+15. Redondo Beach, CA 90278, or call me at the above numbers. [ am always in need of Lessons Learned articles and
0 r carteons. Inputs should be typed. but can be handwritten (not responsible tor errors caused by illegible handwriting). Inputs
may also b o me via floppy media in any of the major word processing program formats or e-mailed to me at kathy.dacey@trw.com.
Permission 1= uiven to reproduce in whole or in part. Please credit the author and/or The Sea Divers Newsletter.

en

GENERAL MEETING
Held at 7.00 PM1the first Tuesday of every month. A no-host social half-hour precedes the meeting from 6:30 to 7:00 PM and a feature presentation
wrtion of the meeting. The meetings are held at Round Table Pizza, 4330 Redondo Beach Blvd.. (one block east of Hawthorne

follows the

Blvd. in Raiphs/>uyon Center) Torrance, California (310) 371-8009.
EXECUTIVE MEETING
Held at 7:00 PMon Thursday as required on the week following the General Meeting at a South Bay Restaurant. (See calendar on back page,
President calls meciings as needed).
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME SIGNATURE
ADDRESS
CIEEY ZIP CODE
HOME PHOXNE ( ) _ WORK PHONE ( )
ADDITIONAL NAME (FAMILY MEMBERSHIP)
EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE ( )

EMPLOYER

4.

TYPE [PADL NAUL ETC.]

CERT NUMBER

CERA Dl LACC ADP DATE
(or equivalent)
NUMBER OF DINES LOGGED DATE OF LAST DIVE
E-MAIL ADDRESS
Tvpe of diving preferred: beach/boat/skin
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP $24.00 (to 6/30/03) (Annual dues 1 July - 30 June are $24 single/
i FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $36.00 (to 6/30/03) S36 family and are prorated quarterly for
NEW members)
Please make »our checks pavable to THE SEA DIVERS and mail to:

THE SEA DIVERS. P.O. BOX 2415. REDONDO BEACH. CA 90278



THE PINNACLES

6/7 September 2002 (Fri/Sat) SAN MIGUEL PEACE
Members $200 Includes everything and limited load!! Boarding: 7:00 PM (9/5)
Non-Members $215 PROMPT!! = Departure: 12:01 AM( 9/6

Our third two-day charter for the year is on the Peace to San Miguel Island. As is typical for our Peace two
day dives we plan to head way west to San Miguel with possible dives at Santa Rosa on the way our and/or
the way back. The Pinnacles are always spectacular and club favorites. Over the past few years we have
been very successful at Richardson’s Rock, Boomerang, Skyscraper, Wilson Rock, Castle Rock, Egg Rock
and Little Wilson. Weather permitting several of the pinnacles will feature on this charter.

Other great spots will include a selection on San Miguel from Bennett Point, Judith Rock, Tyler Bight,
Wychoff Ledge, Simonton Cove and Harris Point. Potential spots at Santa Rosa will include South Point,
Ford Point, Bechers Bay area and Talcott Shoal. As always we can tailor the choices based on weather and
diver desires.

All of the areas should provide great opportunities for scallops and a variety of fish for the game takers and
the very best for photography and/or video.

The food fare on the Peace is always outstanding and plentiful. The first day will provide heavy duty diving
for those so inclined, with up to 6 dives possible with a night dive for those still interested. The second day
will be more leisurely with 3 or 4 dives anticipated. Dive spots will include areas suitable for intermediate
divers and hopefully some of the more advanced spots covering the full range of diver desires and
capabilities.

Call Curt (Billings) at (909) 945-3461, Fax at (909) 477-2746, or e-mail at curt@diver.net. A Club
opportunity for a great two-day trip. DON’T MISS THIS ONE!

)
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REQUEST FOR CONTACTS RE: MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

Hello,

My name is John Moore and I am a very avid scuba diver down in San Diego and the guy who runs the
San Diego diving information website: Divebums.

['am on the state Marine Life Protection Act* Regional Working group for Los Angeles-San Diego as a
diver representative; this means that I need to do my best to represent what divers in LA/Orange/SD
counties want...not just what I personally want.

To do that, I will need to ask you all what you think on occasion. I am going to compile a list of as many
San Diego, Orange and Los Angeles County diver e-mail addresses as I can for this one purpose and get
feedback on what divers actually want. This will not be a listserv; it will be for me to on occasion send
out information and on occasion ask for feedback directly to me.

Please visit this page, http://divebums.com/mlipa.html, and fill in you info (name, county, e-mail). Please

also forward this request to other local divers, especially groups in Orange and Los Angeles Counties (I
know the SD diving community much better than I know those in LA/orange).

Thanks much,

John

*the Marine Life Protection Act requires that a statewide network of marine protected areas be put into
place, to better ensure a healthy marine environment for future generations. The Regional Working
Groups are tasked with recommending the specific placement of marine protected areas. which level of
protection to provide at each site, and when to phase each site in.

(V5]



BUGZILLA - THE ANNUAL EVENT

1/2 OCT 2002 (Tues/Wed)
Members %210

Non-Members %235

SAN NICOLAS and/or SANTA ROSA
All inclusive & limited load (24)!!
PROMPT!! = Departure: 12:01 AM( 10/1)

PEACE
Boarding: 7:00 PM (9/30)

Our first two-dav Lobster grabbing dive of the much-anticipated season, begins on Tuesday, October Ist.

We will »
of Bugzilla

centure out on the Peace dive boat out from Ventura with an aim for Talcott Shoals, in search
The boat will leave Midnight Monday night and you can board around 7 PM.

Tuesday. beginning at 7 AM we will have a full day of Lobster grabbing without the competition of the
lobsterman's traps. They begin trapping on Wednesday. There will be a night dive for those that still
want more after a full day of diving. Wednesday, we will take in four more dives, beginning at Talcott or
Brocoway Reefs. if the seas permit. The last two dives may be around Santa Cruz to extend the diving

day since it is a long haul back from Talcott to Ventura.

This may be vour last lobster season of diving in a MLPA free zone! Act Now, Dive Early,

Dive Often.

Go out and get the real thing and leave the imitation crabmeat back on the shelves.

Secure vour bragging rights early with this exciting trip. This is your best opportunity and least

competiti
few remaining spots, and the bunk of your choice.

ive for the season. Contact Curt Billings at 909 945-3461 or curt@diver.net to secure one of the

| win over

CHOCOLATE LOBSTERS TO VISIT
CABRILLO MARINE AQUARIUM

Both certified scuba and skin divers are invited to participate in
the Fifth Annual Cabrillo Chocolate Lobster Dive taking place
on Saturday. September 21, 20021. Contestants in this playful
and unusual event will dive off the waters of Cabrillo Beach in
search of hundreds of solid milk chocolate lobsters.

The event is limited to 500 participants who will be eligible to

?35.000 in prizes provided by dive equipment

manufacturers and other sponsors. The grand prizes will be

announced at the Scuba Show 2002 in Long Beach, Calif.

Proceeds from the event benefit Cabrillo Marine Aquarium’s

Spring Cutdoor Classroom, teaching thousands of children
about the marine environment.

Entry forms and other information can be obtained online at
www.cabriiloaqg.org, by telephone (310) 548-7562 extension
9039: or through dive shops and dive clubs. Save money by
pre-registering before September 6, 2002. A $30 pre-
registration fce includes FREE parking and lunch. Participants
registering ufter September 7, 2001 pay $35 plus $6.50 for
parking.

| Cubrillo Marine Aquarium is a facility of the City of Los

| Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, located at 3720
| Stephen White Drive. San Pedro, on Cabrillo Beach.

FOR SALE

Minolta Maxum 9000, Professional. A/F,
with A/F lensS 35-70. In excellent
working condition. Guaranteed value:
$750.00, Sacrifice for $200.00.

Minolta Maxum Flash 4000, A/F, A/Zoom.
Just like brand new. Value $275.00,
Sacrifice for $150.00.

Minolta, Wireless Controller IR-1 set.
Hardly ever used. Value $450.00, Sacrifice
for $150.00.

Promaster, A/F, 100 mm F3.5 macro lens
with 1:1 macro adapter. Still in the box.
Used only once. Value $275.00, Sacrifice
for $150.00

Kodak carousel slides projector, A/F with
remote control. In excellent working
condition. Includes 11 slide trays. $150.00
firm.

200 cubic feet oxygen cvlinder tank. Five
feet tall. $75.00

Contact Daniel Bitton at 310-828-3303 or
DHHB @MSN.COM if interested.




PLANNED THE DIVE, DIVED THE PLAN

Our August single day dive was planned nearly a year ago to the wreck of the USS Moody and oil rig
Eureaka. Since 9/11 last year the rigs off Huntington Beach have banned diving. Fortunately, after a lot
of work by Ken Kurtis, a new protocol was developed to allow oil rig diving once more. That was our

plan!

We arrived over the Moody about 8:00 AM, in calm seas and a medium surface current. In general,
Moody diving conditions don’t get much better than this. Temperatures were from 68°F at the surface to
the low 60°’s at depth and visibility to 35 feet. The contingent of California Wreck Divers on board
succeeded in recovering several significant “treasures” including a voice tube with cover raised by Phil
B. Note that Phil was diving with a rebreather! We completed two dives on the Moody before heading
towards Eureaka. The sun was out and bright.

After an attempted marine radio call, then a cell phone call, we finally contacted the rig. I had emailed
them earlier in the week, then called 48 hours prior to the dive and given them all the required
information. Quite the process but we finally got the OK. Conditions were excellent. Very slight
current, small swells and 50-60 feet visibility. Temperature was in the high 60°’s. Depths to
“whatever”. Due to a slightly late start from the dock in the AM (not the boat’s fault), we were on the
edge for the fourth dive time-wise. As it was Sunday and most were “bottomed out” we elected to forgo
the fourth dive and make a relatively early return to the dock. Worked out well!!

We gave out one booby to John F. for yet one more tank double gainer onto the deck. Seems like we
have one of these on almost every trip. Strap in those tanks folks!!
Great day of diving, on a full boat (Thanks for that) and Grear Escape and crew did an excellent job all

around.
HERMAN By Jim Unger

MOODY QUOTES...

“I got enough last weekend that I'm still satisfied...”
“...So I'm not taking any tools with me.”

“My Doctor screwed up. The scars don’t match and
I told him about it.”

“What’s junk to mos of us is real treasure for those
guys.”

“If it failed twice in a row, I don’t think I would dive
deep on it.”

“He got so close to puking, he almost made me

puke.”
“Heavy field repairs...” 711 5 Uigthyet by Ui Mok 2002
“...Got to give it a shot.” “We were advertising for a ‘DRIVER.””

29

“Is this shower warm?...

“...Itis now, I used all the cold...” i
* e Heliestoal® w4 f

3 s
“Oh no! All that ice just wasted!” ~E [T

DIVING




LAUPS ANNOUNCES 40th ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

The 40th Annual International Underwater
Photographic Competition. sponsored by the Los
Angeles Underwater Photographic Society, is
underway. Entries are being accepted in 10
print. slide and video categories. The rules for
digital entries have been completely revised and
expanded offering exciting new opportunities.
The deadline for entry is September 28, 2002.
One of the oldest and largest contests of its kind,
last yvear's competition received entries from
contestants representing 15 countries and 25
states.

This contest is only possible due to the
generosity of our sponsors. Invaluable support
has been provided by the Los Angeles Natural
History Museum, Weldon Color Labs,
Thermostatic Industries (TMO) and Art by
Rogest. Best of show and first place awards have
included liveaboard and land-based vacations
from sponsors such as Milne Bay Charters,
Aquasports. Nai'a Cruises Fiji, Big Blue
Explorer. Bilikiki Cruises Ltd., Fantasea Divers,
Mike Ball Diving, Undersea Hunter, Exotic Caye
Beach Resort. Clavella Adventures, Optiquatics,
Ed Robinson's Diving Adventures and Nautilus
Explorer. Additional prizes are awarded to 4th
place in each category and have included a
valuable array of SCUBA and photo equipment
donated from key sponsors including Sea&Sea,
TMO. Pelican Products, American Diving,
Dacor. Dive 'N Surf, Darkroom, SubAquatic
Camera Repair, Submersible Systems, Ultralight,
Pelican. Zeagle Ikelite, Diving Unlimited Int.,
Backscatter. Ocean.com, Ron T. Karlsson,
Discovery Video, Pauls Photo. Stan Waterman ,
Peace Dive Boat, Spectre Dive Boat and
Visiting Catalina.com.

Entry rorms. rules. information and a sponsor list
are available from the Web site at

http//www laups.org/contest 02.htm or from the
booth at the Los Angeles SCUBA SHOW

2002. Additional information can be obtained

by e-mail to info@laups.org.

(Editor’s Note: Reprinted from The Reef Seeker’s Newsletter)
DIVING THE OIL RIGS AGAIN

It's with great joy that we can announce that we’ve brokered a
deal (on behalf of the entire SoCal diving industry) to resume
diving the oil rigs off of Huntington Beach. Reef Seekers co-
owner. Ken Kurtis spent the latter part of June working out a deal
with Aeraenergy (operators of the rigs), the U.S. Coast Guard, the
Minerals Management Service (Dept. of the Interior), and the dive
boat captains and other chartering groups.

For those of you who have dove the rigs before, there will be a
few minor changes:

e ID check (C-card & driver’s license)

e Bag check

e The boat will alert the rigs when we're diving

e On the surface, divers MUST be on the west side

e [fyou're on the “wrong” side, you'll need to drift 100
yards clear of the rig for pick-up

There’s also one major change: no game-taking of any kind.

The reason for this is that Aera is very sensitive about trespassing,
both above and below the waterline. They consider any physical
contact you make with the rig to be trespassing, and consider the
removal of any fish or shellfish (in this case. we’re basically
talking scallops) to be a violation of the “No Trespassing” edict.
This doesn’t seem to be a change in their policy. We just think it
was something they didn’t look at closely in the past but will re-
emphasize now that we’re doing a more structured arrangement.

Although we're certainly not known as a “hunting” store, we also
realize that some of you do take game. and will be disappointed
by the “no-take” rule. However. we feel it's a small price to pay
for resumed access and part of the arrangement is that we’ll
periodically review the protocols. so perhaps in six months or so
we can revisit the game issue.

Also, from a practical standpoint (and this concern was raised by
one of our DMs), many of us do our 3-minute 15°; safety stop by
grabbing on to the mussels that cover the rig at that depth. While
that may indeed be a technical violation of the no trespassing
clause (1) I don’t think they'll care, and (2) you're not bringing up
the evidence of your trespass with you, so it’s probably not an
1SsuUe.

But for those of you who haven’t dove the rigs. suffice it to say
that they offer a unique and beautiful dive experience for those of
you ready to tackle advanced conditions that include a bottomless
(700" deep) dive and the possibility of current. If you're
interested, our next two rig trips are August 18 on the Mr. C, and
September 14 on the Sea Bass.

ok,

—



2002 BOAT DIVE SCHEDULE

DIVE DAY(S) DATE(S) DESTINATION PRICE BOAT LOCATION

02-1 SAT 2 FEB SAN CLEMENTE BACKSIDE $115 GREAT ESCAPE 22"° STREET

o~ 022 SAT 9 MAR SAN NICOLAS $120 GREAT ESCAPE 22"° STREET -
02-35 = SATE 5 APR SANTA BARBARA / SUTIL $110 GREAT ESCAPE 22"° STREET
02-C14 WED 1 MAY CHAMBER DAY 2002/ CATALINA $75 GREAT ESCAPE 22“° STREET
02-4  FRISAT  10/11 MAY SAN MIGUEL / SANTA ROSA $200 PEACE VENTURA MARINA
02-5 SAT 1 JUNE OIL RIGS: EUREKA, ELLY/ELLEN $95 GREAT ESCAPE LB SPORTFISHING
026 SAT 22 JUNE FARNSWORTH / LITTLE FARNSWORTH/  $100 GREAT ESCAPE LB SPORTEISHING

ITALIAN GARDENS
02-7 FRI/SAT  19/20 JULY BEGG ROCK/SAN NIC /SANTA BARBARA  $225 GREAT ESCAPE LB SPORTFISHING

02-8 SUN 11 AUG USS MOODY WRECK / OIL RIG EUREKA $95 GREAT ESCAPE LB SPORTFISHING
02-9  FRI/SAT  6/7 SEPT SAN MIGUEL PINNACLES $200 PEACE VENTURA MARINA
02-10 TUES/WED 1/2 OCT SAN NICOLAS / SANTA ROSA $210 PEACE VENTURA MARINA
02-11 FRI/SAT  25/26 OCT CORTES & TANNER BANKS $225 GREAT ESCAPE LB SPORTFISHING
02-12 SAT/SUN 7/8 DEC NORTHERN CHANNEL ISLES $200 PEACE VENTURA MARINA

*Prices are all inclusive (air, food, and beverages). Non-members add S10 for single day and $15 for two-day dives. New members paying full annual
membership allowed one single day dive at approximately two-thirds of member price. Free Diver price is 75% of full price. Bubblewatchers price is
50% of full price. Dive 02-C14 does not include air, food, and beverages. All dives except 02-C14 and 02-10 are limited load of 28 divers. Dive 02-10

(a.k.a. Bugzilla) is a limited load of 24 divers.

Great Escape - Long Beach Sportfishing, Berth 55
South on 710 freeway, exit at Pico off ramp, thru light, right at first driveway past traffic signal. Park in “Sportfishing Parking™ after unloading car.

Peace - Ventura Marina :
North on Ventura freeway to Victoria Ave. in Ventura. Turn left onto Victoria and continue to Olivas Park Drive. Turn right and continue all the way
down toward the beach and across Harbor Drive, go to the left onto Spinnaker Drive. Look for Milano’s Italian Restaurant and turn right into the
parking area. If you get to the end of Spinnaker, turn around and take the second left. Park adjacent to the berth (Slip #20) to unload, then park

overnight in the last row adjacent to Spinnaker Drive.
DIVE BOAT POLICY
A club member may make a reservation on an upcoming dive as follows:
A)  Unconfirmed reservations may be made for any boat dive at any time. To confirm a reservation, payment in full must be received.
B)  For single day dives, divers holding an unconfirmed reservation will be called 3 weeks prior to the dive and advised that payment in full is required no
later than 15 days prior to the dive to be confirmed.
C)  For two day dives. divers holding unconfirmed reservations will be called 4 weeks prior to the dive and advised that payment in full is required no later
than 21 days prior to the dive to be confirmed. :
D) If payment in full is not received by the deadline, the diver may be replaced by a wait listed diver who has paid in full.
E)  Pre-assignment of bunks will be made on a first paid basis for selected dives.
F)  Executive Officers and club members who annually support at least one third of Sea Diver charters may pay on the boat but must get prior approval from
the Dive Boat Reservationist or the Club President.

Any reservation may be cancelled two weeks prior to a dive with a full refund. Cancellations will not be accepted within two weeks prior to the dive
unless a diver holding a reservation can sell or transfer their reservation to another qualified diver. The dive reservationist will assist in this process, but is not
responsible for providing paying alternates. When confirmation is received by the dive boat reservationist that a cancelling diver is being replaced by another
qualified diver, the replacement diver is then fully responsible for the cost of the dive.

Only club members of The Sea Divers and members of other selected clubs may make boat dive reservations prior to one month before a scheduled boat
dive. Partial refunds from single day boats which do not make the advertised dive location will be passed on to members who request them within two weeks of the

dive.

BOAT DIVE RESERVATION FORM
DIVE DATE: DESTINATION:
NAME OF DIVER(S):
PHONE (DAY): | ] (EVE) [ ] COST OF DIVE $
MEMBER [FEES (= [FNIE) DATE OF LAST DIVE* :

* Please include date of last dive for each diver
BOAT DIVE RESERVATIONIST: Please make checks payable to THE SEA DIVERS and mail to:
A™urt Billings THE SEA DIVERS

~hone: (909) 945-3461. Fax: (909) 477-2746 P.O. Box 2415

e-mail: curt@diver.net Redondo Beach, CA 90278



CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER
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OCTOBER
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L2l 3 1415 October 1 General Meeting - 7 PM - Round Table Pizza
G2 S O L October 1-2 Boat Dive — BUGZILLA — San Nicolas and/or Santa Rosa - Peace
[3)114)15|16|17]18 |19 October 25-26  Boat Dive — Cortes and Tanner Banks — Grear Escape
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» Chocolate Lobster Dive > - pii 4t
o 2 L3 - yOu L
e Diving in Thailand
» ...and more!!

THE SEA DIVERS
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